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1.  References: 
 

 a.   Memorandum, Office of the Chief of Staff, DACS-SF, 13 Sep 1999, SAB. 
 
b.   DoD 6O55.9-STD (Rewrite Version approved by the DDESB at its 325th Meeting, 11 

December 2002, with Revision 3, 1 September 2003), DOD Ammunition and Explosives Safety 
Standards. 

 
c.   DA Pam 385-64, Ammunition and Explosives Safety Standards, 28 November 1997, 

with Change 1, 15 December 1999. 
 
d.   AR 190-11, Physical Security of Arms, Ammunition, and Explosives, 30 September 

1993, with Change 1, 12 February 1998. 
 

2.  This memorandum supersedes reference “a” in clarifying Army policy for the storage of 
hazard division (HD) 1.2.2, HD 1.3, and HD 1.4S ammunition in unit arms rooms. 
 

a.   Chapter 9 of reference “b” and paragraph 5.1b of reference “c” allow, but discourage, 
storage of limited quantities of HD 1.2.2, HD 1.3, and HD 1.4, without regard to quantity-
distance requirements, in arms rooms, hangars, and operational buildings when operational 
necessity dictates such storage. 

 
b.  For Army purposes: 

 
(1)   The term “limited quantities” is defined as the minimum amount of ammunition 

required to support operational missions (e.g., for security guard forces, military police, etc.) or 
the immediate training requirements of the unit owning the facility. For HD 1.2.2 this may not 
exceed 50 pounds NEW and for HD 1.3 this may not exceed 100 pounds NEW. 

 
(2)  The term “operational necessity” is defined as a mission associated with war or 

peacetime operations in which the consequences of an action justify the risk of loss of 
equipment and personnel. The qualifier “operational necessity” is intended to provide  
commanders the flexibility to ensure mission performance, to include training, without a waste of 
resources. It is not intended to allow such storage for convenience. 
 

(3)  Munition items authorized for storage in arms rooms are limited to HD 1.2.2 (40mm 
and below), HD 1.3, and HD 1.4S. When HD 1.2.2 is stored in an arms room, the proper 
fragmentation shielding must be provided in accordance with paragraph 5-1b(2) of reference “c.” 
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(4)  Storage of ceremonial ammunition is not considered an operational necessity. 
However, a limited quantity of HD 1.3 and HD 1.4 ceremonial ammunition (e.g., 75 mm blank, 
105 mm blank) may be stored in an arms room provided no other practical alternative exists.  
The amount of HD 1.3 and HD 1.4 stored will not exceed the lesser of 100 pounds net explosive 
weight or one full outer pack of ammunition. 
 

c.   Storage in an ammunition holding area (AHA) or ammunition supply point (ASP) will be 
used unless such use would adversely impact operations or result in an unnecessary 
commitment of resources (e.g., require unit personnel, to provide 24-hour security or extended 
travel). 

 
d.  Prior to a unit storing ammunition in an arms room, the Installation (Garrison) 

Commander will approve the risk assessment that justifies the storage based on operational 
necessity and safety considerations. In approving this assessment, the commander will consider 
the need to expose the minimum number of personnel to the minimum amount of explosives for 
the minimum amount of time possible. The risk assessment will, be coordinated with installation 
safety, logistics, security, fire protection, and ammunition surveillance personnel. The risk 
assessment will be posted at the arms room and all arms room personnel will be briefed, at 
least annually or after a change of personnel, on its contents. The commander, or equivalent-
level individual, will ensure that: 
 

(1)  The facility used is properly licensed for storage of explosives. The license will 
specify the location approved for storage, the quantity of ammunition, by DODIC, approved for 
storage, time restrictions on storage, and safety, security, and fire protection inspection 
requirements. 

 
(2)  Because containerization and packing are considerations in determining a 

munitions HD, munitions are stored in their original container with original packaging (otherwise 
an explosives safety site plan is required). However, arms rooms that support guard forces or 
military police may have one outer pack of each caliber of small arms ammunition open for use. 
 

(3)  Munitions are stored in accordance with storage compatibility requirements. 
 

(4)  Storage is consistent with the safety requirements of reference “c” and the security 
requirements of reference “d” (see paragraph 5-8c(1)(a)). (The use of metal storage containers 
or cabinets is required and ammunition must be stored under the same criteria as it would in an 
approved ammunition storage facility, (e.g., no combustibles, solvents, petroleum products, or 
radioactive items in the vicinity of the ammunition). 

 
(5)  The appropriate fire and/or chemical hazard symbols are properly posted. 

 
      e.  When storage in an AHA or ASP would adversely impact operations or result in an 
unnecessary commitment of resources (e.g., require unit personnel to provide 24-hour security 
or extended travel) and storage in an arms room is necessary, the following time limitations on 
such storage apply: 
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(1)  Reserve Component and Reserve Officer Training Command (ROTC) units that are 
conducting weapons qualification during inactive duty training may, when required and under 
the conditions stated above, store limited quantities of HD 1.4S munitions inside an arms room 
for a limited period of time not to exceed 90 days. 
 

(2)  Active Component units that are not located in the region of an approved 
ammunition storage facility (e.g., ASP, AHA, etc.) may, when required and under the conditions 
stated above, store limited quantities (i.e., the amount required to support their immediate 
training needs) of HD 1.2.2 and HD 1.3 munitions inside an arms room for a limited period of 
time not to exceed 7 days per training period. Only limited quantities of HD 1.4S not to exceed 
90 days. 
 

(3)  Active Component units that are located in the region of an approved ammunition 
storage facility may, when required and under the conditions stated above, store, limited 
quantities (i.e., the amount required to support their immediate training needs) of HD 1.4S 
munitions inside an arms room for a period not to exceed 30 days. 
 
3.  Major Army Commands will develop licensing procedures, risk assessment strategies, and 
guidance for implementation of this policy. 
 
4.   My point of contact in this office is Mr. Kenneth W. Proper, 703/601-2408 or DSN 329-2408.  
Point of contact at the Army Technical Center for Explosives Safety is Mr. Bruce Harris, 
918/420-8804 or DSN 956-8804. 
 
 
       signed 
 
      JAMES A. GIBSON 
      Senior Safety Manager 
      Office of the Director of Army Safety 
 
DISTRIBUTION: 
Commander 
      U.S. Army Europe & 7th Army, ATTN:  AEAGA-S, Unit 29351, APO AE  09014 
      U.S. Army Forces Command, ATTN:  AFPI-SO, Fort McPherson, GA  30330-6000 
      U.S. Army Materiel Command, ATTN:  AMCPE-SF (2-1NE3903, 9301 Chapek Road,  
          Fort Belvoir, VA  22060-5527 
 U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command, ATTN:  ATCS-S, Fort Monroe, VA   
          23651-5000 
 Eighth U.S. Army and US Forces Korea, ATTN:  EASF/FKSF/FKJ4-AM, Unit 15237, 
          APO AP  96205-0010 
      U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, ATTN:  CESO-ZA, 441 G Street NW, Washington, DC 
          20314-1000 
 U.S. Army Medical Command, ATTN:  MCSM, Fort Sam Houston, TX  78234-6000 
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      U.S. Army Reserve Command, ATTN: AFRC-OPS, 1401 Deshler Street SW,    
  Fort McPherson, GA 30330-2000 
 U.S. Army Pacific, ATTN:  APPE-SA, Fort Shafter, Honolulu, HI  96858-5100 
      U.S. Army South, ATTN: SOPR-SF, Fort Buchanan, PR 00934 
 U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command, ATTN:  SMDC-SO, PO Box 1500, 
          Huntsville, AL  35807-3801 
      U.S. Army Test and Evaluation Command, ATTN: CSTE-ILE, Park Center IV, 4501 Ford  
  Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22302  
 U.S. Army Special Operations Command, ATTN:  AOOS, Fort Bragg, NC  28307-5200 
      U.S. Army Military Surface Deployment Distribution Command, ATTN:  SDOP-DF-S,   
  Building 661, Sheppard Place, Fort Eustis, VA  23604 
      U.S.  Army Military District of Washington, ATTN:  ANOS, Bldg 41, Fort Leslie J. McNair,  
          Washington, DC  20319-5050 
      U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Command, ATTN:  IAPE-HR-S, 8825 Beulah Street,  
          Fort Belvoir, VA  22060-5246 
      U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command, ATTN:  CISP-SA, 6010 6th Street, Fort Belvoir,  
          VA  22060 
 U.S. Army Network Enterprise Technology Command, ATTN:  NETC-PES, 2133   
  Cushing Street, Room 2501K, Fort Huachuca, AZ 85613-7070 
Office of the Administrative Assistant to the Secretary of the Army, Headquarters Department  
     of the Army, ATTN:  SES, 2531 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 3E58, Arlington, VA 22202  
Chief, National Guard Bureau, Arlington Hall Readiness Center, ATTN:  NGB-AVN-S, 111  
    South George Mason Drive, Arlington, VA  22204 
Director, Installation Management Agency, ATTN:  SFIM-ZS, 2511 Jefferson Davis Highway, 
     Arlington, VA  22202 
 
CF: 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army (Environment, Safety and Occupational Health),  
     ATTN:  Assistant for Safety, 110 Army Pentagon, Washington, DC  20310-0110 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army (Environment, Safety and Occupational Health),  
     ATTN:  Assistant for Munitions, 110 Army Pentagon, Washington, DC  20310-0110 
Deputy Chief of Staff G3, Headquarters Department of the Army, ATTN:  DAMO-ZA, 
     Washington, DC  20310-0400 
Deputy Chief of Staff G4, Headquarters Department of the Army, ATTN:  DALO-AMA, 
     Washington, DC  20310-0541 
Director of Army Safety, 2211 S. Clark Street, Crystal Plaza 5, Room 980, Arlington, VA 
     22202 
US Army Technical Center for Explosives Safety, ATTN:  SJMAC-ES, 1C Tree Road,  
     McAlester, OK  74501-9053 
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